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I . COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION  

A. HISTORICAL OVERVIEW  
The area which today includes the City of Allen Park and many of its surrounding communities 

was originally known as the Township of Ecorse, later changed to Ecorse (Township No. 3 

South of Range No. 11 East), as created by the territorial legislature in 1827. This original area 

contained more than 60 square miles. History illustrates that this area has undergone many 

changes to result in a complex of municipalities quite distinct in characteristics from the original 

township. In its early years, much of the Township was forested, swampy and for the most part 

uninhabited. With the opening of the Erie Canal in New York in the 1830ôs, settlers came from 

the east to establish small farms in the wilderness. Owing to its strategic location near the Detroit 

River that offered a transportation medium for the needs of industry and trade, the small 

settlements increased rapidly. 

On March 16, 1847, the Township experienced a reduction in its size when the residents in the 

western portion of the Township voted to form the Township from Taylor. The Township was 

further decreased in are when the Village of Wyandotte was formed in 1855, and similarly in 

1903, when the Village of River Rouge was created. In 1876, the portion of Ecorse Township, 

which today comprises the City of Allen Park, had only 71 homes. At that time, principal 

property owners were Lewis Allen, Charles Lapham, Frank Moore, John Quant, and Daniel 

Goodman. Subsequently, Lincoln Park in 1921, Melvindale in 1924, and Allen Park in 1927 

were created as villages. Other events that served to reduce the size of Ecorse Township came 

when a portion of its area (including Ford Village) was annexed to Detroit in 1921. Further 

reduction took place in 1957, with the incorporation of the City of Allen Park and subsequent 

annexation by the City of the portion of Ecorse Township lying north of the then Village of 

Allen Park. 

B. LOCATION  

The City of Allen Park is in the southerly portion of the Detroit Metropolitan Area, 

approximately in the center of Wayne County. Four miles to the east of the City, across the 

Detroit River, lays the Province of Ontario. The Detroit River is part of the St. Lawrence Seaway 

shipping channel, permitting ships of many nations to serve industrial and agricultural markets 

throughout the world. Then, miles to the west of the City is the Detroit Wayne County 

Metropolitan Airport. 

Located in the heart of the industrial Midwest between Detroit and Toledo, Ohio with excellent 

access to several major transportation arteries and Interstate 75, the City is well positioned to 

host residential, commercial, and industrial activities. The intersection of the Detroit Industrial 

Freeway, I-94, and the Southfield Freeway, M-39, provide a major access point within Allen 

Parkôs city limits. This key location near the regionôs major employees and private 

developments, including a portion of the Fairlane Regional Mall Complex, Henry ford Museum, 

and Detroit Lions Training Facility, contributes to the Cityôs potential for future growth and 

development. 
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C. POPULATION  

POPULATION FORECAST 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau and SEMCOG 2040 Forecast produced in 2012. 

D. DEMOGRAPHICS  
POPULATION AND HOUSEHOLD 
Population and 

Households 

Census 

2010 

Change 

2000-2010 

Pct Change 

2000-2010 

SEMCOG 

Dec 2014 

SEMCOG 

2040 

Total Population 28,210 -1,166 -4.0% 27,050 26,246 

Ą Group Quarters 

Population 
171 -135 -44.1% 171 153 

Ą Household 

Population 
28,039 -1,031 -3.5% 26,879 26,093 

Housing Units 12,206 -48 -0.4% 12,207 - 

Households 

(Occupied Units) 
11,580 -394 -3.3% 11,115 11,288 

Residential 

Vacancy Rate 
5.1% 2.8% - 8.9% - 

Average 

Household Size 
2.42 -0.01 - 2.42 2.31 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and SEMCOG 2040 Forecast produced in 2012. 
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POPULATION CHANGE 2000-2010 

Age Group Census 2000 Census 2010 Change 2000-2010 

Under 5 1,569 1,422 -147 

5-9 1,790 1,585 -205 

10-14 2,018 1,845 -173 

15-19 1,709 1,940 231 

20-24 1,327 1,536 209 

25-29 1,621 1,579 -42 

30-34 1,896 1,752 -144 

35-39 2,234 1,799 -435 

40-44 2,547 1,859 -688 

45-49 2,247 2,133 -144 

50-54 1,786 2,354 568 

55-59 1,387 2,032 645 

60-64 1,109 1,528 419 

65-69 1,108 1,068 -40 

70-74 1,594 8,75 -719 

75-79 1,669 7,88 -881 

80-84 1,067 1,072 5 

85+ 698 1,043 345 

Total 29,376 28,210 -1,166 

Median Age 41.0 41.7 0.7 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and Decennial Census. 

 

 

 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/programs.xhtml?program=dec
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COMPONENTS OF POPULATION CHANGE 
Components of Population 

Change 
2000-2005 Avg. 2006-2010 Avg. 

Natural Increase (Births-Deaths) -46 -50 

Ą Births 293 287 

Ą Deaths 339 337 

Net Migration (Movement in ï 

Movement out) 
-391 253 

Population Change (Natural 

Increase + Net Migration) 
-437 203 

Source: Michigan Department of Community Health Vital Statistics U.S. Census Bureau, and SEMCOG. 

 

SENIOR AND YOUTH POPULATIONS 

Senior and Youth 

Population 

Census 

2000 
Census 2010 

Pct Change 

2000-2010 

SEMCOG 

2040 

Pct Change 

2010-2040 

65 and older 6,136 4,846 -21.02% 7,050 45.48% 

Under 18 6,509 6,112 -6.10% 4,716 -22.84% 

Č 5-17 4,940 4,690 -5.06% 3,587 -23.52% 

Č Under 5 1,569 1,422 -9.37% 1,129 -20.60% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census and SEMCOG 2040 Forecast produced in 2012. 

  

http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2944_4669---,00.html
http://factfinder2.census.gov/
http://semcog.org/Data-and-Maps/Community-Profiles/Custom/view/Default/Communities=1005
http://factfinder2.census.gov/
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/programs.xhtml?program=dec
http://semcog.org/Data-and-Maps/Community-Profiles/Custom/view/Default/Communities=1005
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FORECASTED POPULATION CHANGE 2010-2040 

Age 

Group 

 

2010 

 

2015 

 

2020 

 

2025 

 

2030 

 

2035 

 

2040 

Change 

2010-

2040 

Under 5 1422 1,220 1,125 1,157 1,154 1,149 1,129 -293 

5-17 4690 4,316 3,848 3,609 3,538 3,517 3,587 -1,103 

18-24 2216 2,682 2,579 2,513 2,070 1,896 1,838 -378 

25-34 3331 3,084 3,138 3,269 3,208 3,014 2,806 -525 

35-59 10,177 9,689 8,869 8,438 8,343 8,300 8,354 -1,823 

60-64 1528 1,822 2,126 2,046 1,808 1,685 1,482 -46 

65-74 1943 2,592 3,199 3,554 3,544 3,255 2,962 -1,019 

75+ 2903 2,681 2,758 3,074 3,643 4,028 4,088 -1,185 

Total 28,210 28,086 27,642 27,660 27,308 26,844 26,246 -1,964 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and SEMCOG 2040 Forecast produced in 2010. 

 

RACE AND HISPANIC ORIGIN 

Race and 

Hispanic Origin 

Census 

2000 

Pct of 

Population 

(2000) 

Census 

2010 

Pct of 

Population 

(2010) 

Pct of 

Change 

2000-2010 

Non-Hispanic 27,987 95.3% 25,936 91.9% -3.3% 

Č White 27,174 92.5% 24,643 87.4% -5.1% 

Č Black 211 0.7% 588 2.1% 1.4% 

Č Asian 232 0.8% 223 0.8% 0.0% 

Č Multi -Racial 254 0.9% 329 1.2% 0.3% 

Č Other 116 0.4% 153 0.5% 0.1% 

Hispanic 1,389 4.7% 2,274 8.1% 3.3% 

Total 29,376 100.0% 28,210 100.0% 0.0% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and Decennial Census. 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/
http://semcog.org/Data-and-Maps/Community-Profiles/Custom/view/Default/Communities=1005
http://factfinder2.census.gov/
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/programs.xhtml?program=dec
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HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION 

Highest Level of Education 5-Year ACS 2010 
Percentage Point Change 

2000-2010 

Graduate / Professional 

Degree 
7.6% 1.9% 

Bachelor's Degree 15.4% 1.5% 

Associate Degree 9.1% 1.9% 

Some College, No Degree 24.5% -1.1% 

High School Graduate 32.5% -2.3% 

Did Not Graduate High 

School 
10.8% -1.9% 

*Population age 25 and older 

 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 and 2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 
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E. ECONOMY &  JOBS 
FORECASTED JOBS 

 
Source: SEMCOG 2040 Forecast produced in 2012. 

DAYTIME POPULATION 
Daytime population SEMCOG and ACS 2010 

Jobs 13,749 

Non-working residents 15,382 

Č Age 15 and under 5,163 

Č Not in labor force 8,556 

Č Unemployed 1,663 

Daytime population 29,131 

 

 

Source: SEMCOG 2040 Forecast produced in 2012, U.S Census Bureau, and 2010 American Community Survey 5-

Year Estimates. 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
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FORECASTED JOBS BY INDUSTRY 

Forecasted Jobs 

By Industry  
2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 

Change 

2010-

2040 

Natural Resources, 

Mining, & 

Construction 

134 154 156 155 163 153 143 9 

Manufacturing 414 408 402 367 362 366 341 -73 

Wholesale Trade, 

Transportation, 

Warehousing, & 

Utilities 

194 198 177 166 159 156 158 -36 

Retail Trade 1,300 1,256 1,179 1,133 1,098 1,056 1,024 -276 

Knowledge-based 

Services 
4,903 5,092 5,448 5,622 5,740 5,760 5,894 991 

Services to 

Households & 

Firms 

1,329 1,441 1,451 1,528 1,457 1,44 1,519 190 

Private Education 

& Healthcare 
2,109 2,440 2,593 2,595 2,686 2,828 2,881 772 

Leisure & 

Hospitality 
1,723 1,719 1,552 1,541 1,552 1,616 1,659 -64 

Government 1,643 1,566 1,584 1,590 1,601 1,612 1,613 -30 

Total 13,749 14,274 14,542 14,697 14,818 14,991 15,232 1483 

Source: SEMCOG 2040 Forecast produced in 2012, U.S Census Bureau, and 2010 American Community Survey 5-

Year Estimates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://semcog.org/Data-and-Maps/Community-Profiles/Custom/view/Default/Communities=1005
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
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WHERE WORKERS COMMUTE FROM 5-YR ACS 2010 

Rank Where Workers Commute From Workers Percent 

1 Allen Park 1,660 16.1% 

2 Detroit 1,070 10.4% 

3 Lincoln Park 660 6.4% 

4 Taylor 645 6.2% 

5 Dearborn 510 4.9% 

6 Southgate 435 4.2% 

7 Livonia 280 2.7% 

8 Melvindale 245 2.4% 

9 Dearborn Heights  240 2.3% 

10 Westland 230 2.2% 

- Elsewhere 4,349 42.1% 

 *Workers, age 16 and over employed in Allen Park       10,324 
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WHERE RESIDENTS WORK 5-YR ACS 2010 

Rank Where Residents Work Workers Percent 

1 Dearborn 1,890 15.3% 

2 Allen Park 1.660 13.5% 

3 Detroit 1.595 12.9% 

4 Taylor 1.060 8.6% 

5 Lincoln Park 485 3.9% 

6 Romulus 480 3.9% 

7 Southfield 455 3.7% 

8 Southgate 440 3.6% 

9 Livonia 380 3.1% 

10 Wyandotte 315 2.6% 

- Elsewhere 3.565 28.9% 

*Workers, age 16 and over residing in Allen Park                      12,325 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau - CTTP/ACS Commuting Data. 

 

ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOMES 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and 2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

480 413 

734 

473 493 509 

818 

576 
677 

972 

1,259 

1,779 

1,128 

533 
424 155 

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

1800

2000

http://ctpp.transportation.org/Pages/5-Year-Data.aspx
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/


14 
 

POVERTY 

Poverty Census 2000 % of Total  

(2000) 

5-Yr ACS 

2010 

% of Total 

(2010) 

% Point Chg 

2000-2010 
Persons in 

Poverty 
931 3.2% 1,868 6.6% 3.4 

Households in 

Poverty 
426 3.6% 766 6.7% 3.1 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and 2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

F. HOUSING 
BUILDING PERMITS 200-2015 

Year Single 

Family 

Two 

Family 

Attach 

Condo 

Multi 

Family 

Total 

Units 

Total 

Demos 

Net 

Total 
2000 3 0 0 0 3 0 3 

2001 8 0 0 0 8 1 7 

2002 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

2003 3 0 0 0 3 0 3 

2004 4 0 0 0 4 1 3 

2005 6 0 0 0 6 2 4 

2006 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

2007 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 

2008 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2009 0 0 0 0 0 12 -12 

2010 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2011 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2012 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2013 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

2014 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2015 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2000 to 

2015 totals 

28 0 0 0 28 17 11 

Source: SEMCOG Development. 

http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
http://www.semcog.org/Development.aspx
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HOUSING TENURE 
Housing Tenure Census 2000 Census 2010 Change 2000-2010 

Owner Occupied 10,526 9,899 -627 

Renter Occupied 1,448 1,681 233 

Vacant 280 626 346 

Č Seasonal/Migrant 29 37 8 

Č Other Vacant Units 251 589 338 

Total Housing Units 12,254 12,206 -48 

 

HOUSEHOLD TYPES: 

Household Types Census 2000 Census 2010 Pct Change 2000-2010 

With Seniors 65+ 4,245 3,611 -14.9% 

Without Seniors 7,729 7,969 3.1% 

Two or more persons without 

children 
5,036 4,725 -6.2% 

Live alone, 65+ 1,781 1,654 -7.1% 

Live alone, under 65 1,590 1,827 14.9% 

With children 3,567 3,374 -5.4% 

Total Households 11,974 11,580 -3.3% 

 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau and Decennial Census. 
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HOUSING TYPES 

Housing Type Census 2000 
5-Yr ACS 

2010 

Change 2000-

2010 

New Units 

Permitted 2010-

2014 

Single Family Detached 11,015 10,914 -101 1 

Duplex 52 79 27 0 

Townhouse/ Attached 

condo 
93 123 30 0 

Multi -Unit Apartment 1,067 974 -93 0 

Mobile Home / 

Manufactured Housing 
19 35 16 0 

Other 8 0 -8  

Total 12,254 12,125 -129 1 

Units Demolished    0 

Net (Total Permitted 

Units- Units Demolished) 

   
1 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, and 2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 
 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, 2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 
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HOUSING VALUE  

Housing Value 5-Yr ACS 2010 Change 2000-2010 
Percent Change 

2000-2010 

Median housing value $139,000 $-17,081 -10.9% 

Median gross value $799 $14 1.8% 

 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau and 2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

 

 

RESIDENCE ONE YEAR AGO 

 
Source: 2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 
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G. TRANSPORTATION  

Currently there are several modes of transportation available to Allen Park residents. The 

primary mode of transportation is the automobile. SMART, the City of Detroitôs public 

transportation system provides bus service along Outer Drive, Allen Road, and Ecorse Drive. 

The Allen Park Community Center also provides community transit to senior citizens within the 

city limits. Three railroads traverse the city, but are not for passenger use: CN/North America 

(GTW), Norfolk Southern Corporation, and Consolidated Rail Corporation.  

The railroads present physical barriers to linkages between neighborhoods. The expressways are 

located near the city borders and separate a few neighborhoods from the city as well as separate 

the city from surrounding communities.  

PAVEMENT CONDITION 

  
Source: SEMCOG 
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H. TRAVEL  

 

 

TRANSPORTATION TO WORK 

Transportation 

to Work  
Census 2000 

Census 2000 

(%) 
Census 2010 

Census 2010 

(%) 

% Point 

Chg 2000-

2010 

Drove Alone 12,024 90.6% 11,178 90.5% -0.1% 

Carpooled or 

vanpooled 
815 6.1% 759 6.1% 0.0% 

Public 

transportation 
63 0.5% 17 0.1% -0.3% 

Walked 159 1.2% 117 0.9% -0.3% 

Other means 52 0.45 70 0.6% 0.2% 

Worked at 

home 
159 1.2% 209 1.7% 0.5% 

Resident 

workers age 16 

and over 

13,272 100.0% 12,350 100.0% 0.0% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau | Census 2000 | 2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
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MEAN TRAVEL TIME TO WORK 

Mean Travel time to 

Work  
Census 2000 5-Yr ACS 2010 Change 2000-2010 

For residents age 16 and 

over who worked outside 

the home 

22.6 minutes 21.3 minutes -1.3 minutes 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Census 2000 2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

 

CRASHES, 2010-2014 

 
Source: Michigan Department of State Police with the Criminal Justice Information Center, and SEMCOG. 

 

CRASH SEVERITY 

Crash Severity 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
% of Crashes 

2010-2014 

Fatal 3 0 2 1 3 0.3% 

Incapacitating 

Injury 
8 12 6 10 12 1.4% 

Other Injury 74 77 84 101 124 13.3% 

Property 

Damage Only 
671 516 586 509 672 85.1% 

Total Crashes 756 605 678 621 811 100.0% 
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HIGH FREQUENCY INTERSECTION CRASH RANKINGS 

Local Rank County Rank Region Rank Intersection 
Annual Avg 

2010-2014 

1 45 197 Allen Rd @ Goddard Rd 25.0 

2 72 303 Ecorse Rd @ Pelham Rd 21.4 

3 166 586 Allen Rd @ N M39 158.8 

4 269 893 Pelham Rd @ Pelham Rd 12.6 

5 296 968 Outer Dr W @ Fairlane Dr 12.0 

6 302 986 Allen Rd @ S M39 11.8 

7 313 1,012 Pelham Rd @ Wick Rd 11.6 

8 328 1,057 Allen Rd @ Roosevelt 11.4 

9 348 1,119 
Oakwood Blvd @ N M39 

Service Drive 
11.0 

10 401 1,268 
Outer Dr W @ N M39 Service 

Drive 
10.0 

Source: Michigan Department of State Police with the Criminal Justice Information Center SEMCOG 

  

http://www.michigan.gov/msp/0,4643,7-123-1593_24055-28578--,00.html
http://semcog.org/Plans-for-the-Region/Transportation/Safety#70256-high-crash-locations
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CRASHES BY INVOLVEMENT 

Crashes by 

Involvement  
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Percent of 

Crashes 

2010-2014 

Red-light 

Running 
11 19 17 14 19 2.3% 

Lane Departure 152 119 107 106 134 17.8% 

Alcohol 23 25 24 16 26 3.3% 

Drugs 6 8 3 4 7 0.8% 

Deer 0 1 2 4 3 0.3% 

Train 0 0 0 0 0 0.0% 

Commercial 

Trucks/Bus 
49 39 39 41 42 6.1% 

School Bus 1 1 0 1 2 0.1% 

Emergency 

Vehicle 
4 5 6 2 8 0.7% 

Motorcycle 6 3 4 7 4 0.7% 

Intersection 181 131 149 127 161 21.6% 

Work Zone 110 19 23 4 20 5.1% 

Pedestrian  3 2 1 3 5 0.4% 

Bicyclist 4 6 9 6 7 0.9% 

Older Driver (65 

and older) 
110 77 111 77 122 14.3% 

Young Driver (16 

to 24) 
110 77 111 226 252 22.4% 
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HIGH FREQUENCY INTERSECTION CRASH RANKINGS 

Local Rank County Rank Region Rank Intersection 
Annual Avg 

2010-2014 

1 45 197 Allen Rd @ Goddard Rd 25.0 

2 72 303 Ecorse Rd @ Pelham Rd 21.4 

3 166 586 Allen Rd @ N M39 158.8 

4 269 893 Pelham Rd @ Pelham Rd 12.6 

5 296 968 Outer Dr W @ Fairlane Dr 12.0 

6 302 986 Allen Rd @ S M39 11.8 

7 313 1,012 Pelham Rd @ Wick Rd 11.6 

8 328 1,057 Allen Rd @ Roosevelt 11.4 

9 348 1,119 
Oakwood Blvd @ N M39 

Service Drive 
11.0 

10 401 1,268 
Outer Dr W @ N M39 

Service Drive 
10.0 

Source: Michigan Department of State Police with the Criminal Justice Information Center SEMCOG  

http://www.michigan.gov/msp/0,4643,7-123-1593_24055-28578--,00.html
http://semcog.org/Plans-for-the-Region/Transportation/Safety#70256-high-crash-locations
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HIGH FREQUENCY ROAD SEGMENT CRASH RANKINGS 

Local Rank County Rank Region Rank Segment 
From Road - To 

Road 

Annual Avg 

2010-2014 

1 218 881 Ecorse Rd 
Pelham Rd ï Allen 

Rd 
20.8 

2 262 1,041 S M39 

Southfield/Dix 

Turnaround ï 

Southfield/Allen 

Turnaround 

19.0 

3 286 1,118 Allen Rd 
Ecorse Rd- Park 

Rd 
18.4 

4 286 1,118 Pelham Rd 
Allen Rd ï Wick 

Rd 
18.4 

5 309 1,192 N I 75 
Goddard Rd - 

London Ave 
17.8 

6 332 1,271 Pelham Rd 
Ecorse Rd ï 

Pinecrest Dr E 
17.2 

7 368 1,419 
Outer Dr 

W 

W I 94 ï N M39 

Service Drive 
16.2 

8 394 1,509 Allen Rd N M39 ï Outer Dr 15.6 

9 394 1,509 Outer Dr 
Allen Rd ï Outer 

Dr 
15.6 

10 410 1,551 
Goddard 

Rd 

Pelham Rd ï 

Reeck Rd 
15.4 

 

I . UTILITIES  

Water and sewer services are provided by the City of Detroit, although the City of Allen Park is 

responsible for maintenance. Additional utilities that service Allen Park include Ameritech, 

Detroit Edison, and MichCon Gas. 
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J. SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
The City of Allen Park belongs to three school districts: Allen Park School District, Melvindale-

North Allen Park School District, and Southgate Community School District. There are a total of 

nine elementary schools; three are in the Melvindale-North Allen Park School District and one in 

the Southgate Community School District. There is only one middle school and one high school, 

both of which are in the Allen Park School District.  

K . TOPOGRAPHY 
The Topography of Allen Park is relatively flat. Elevations vary from 605 feet above sea level to 

620 feet above sea level. The Topography of Allen Park is similar to other areas in southeastern 

Michigan formed by retreating glaciers. 

L . ENVIRONMENT  
WATER , FISH, AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES 
Approximately 93% of the land within the City of Allen Park is developed; areas that possess 

natural features comprise approximately 320 acres, or 7.1%, of the cityôs land. Of lands that have 

natural resource value, eighty-eight percent are located in the northern portion of the city and are 

adjacent to Interstate 94, M-39, and/or the CN/North American (GTW) and the Norfolk Southern 

Corporation railroads. Pockets of 2, 3, or 7 acre forested wetlands and shrub/grasslands are 

located in the southwest portion of the city. A twelve acre forested acre is located on the cityôs 

southeast side. 

¶ Grass and shrub lands: 63 acres- 20% of land 

¶ Forest: 103 acres- 32% of land  

¶ Forested Wetlands: 154 acres- 48% of land 

¶ Non-forest Wetlands: 0 acres- 0% of land 

¶ Total: 320 acres- 100% of land 

There are three rivers that flow east-west through Allen Park. The Rouge River borders the 

northern city limit, the North Branch Ecorse River roughly bisects the city, and to the south is the 

South Branch Ecorse River. There are no wetlands within existing park systems. None of the 

existing parks or recreational facilities are located within the 100-year floodplain. 

SOILS AND VEGETATION  
The soil is generally hard clay to a mixed clay and sand in texture. Below this layer is tough 

natural mottled brown and gray clay. This is underlain by a generally stiff moist soft blue to gray 

with a trace of sand and pebbles extending 40 to 80 feet in depth. 

CLIMATE  
Temperature Averages: lowĄ17 highĄ95 

Precipitation: city averages 1.8-3.6in. 

Average wind speed: 8-12mph 

Snowfall average: 0-11in.  
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SEMCOG 2008 LAND USE 

SEMCOG 2008 Land Use Acres Percent 

Agricultural 0 0.0% 

Single-family residential 1,649 36.8% 

Multiple-family residential 16 0.4% 

Commercial 472 10.5% 

Industrial  492 11.0% 

Governmental/Institutional 273 6.1% 

Park, recreation, and open 

space 
109 2.4% 

Airport 0 0.0% 

Transportation, 

communication, and Utility 
1,459 32.5% 

Water 13 0.3% 

Total 4,483  

Source: SEMCOG 
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http://semcog.org/Plans-for-the-Region/Environment/Land-Use

