
PASER Road Rating System 
The Pavement Surface and Evaluation Rating (PASER) system was developed by the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison Transportation Information Center to be used as the 
State of Wisconsin’s standard road rating system. PASER is a “windshield” road rating 
system that uses a 1 to 10 rating scale, with a value of 10 representing a new road and a 
value of 1 representing a failed road. Condition ratings are assigned by monitoring the 
type and amount of visual defects along a road segment while driving the segment. The 
PASER system interprets these observations into a condition rating.  

  

The State of Michigan Transportation Asset Management Council requested that the 
information gathered in the federal aid road surveys be reported using the following 
categories: 

  

•         Roads with PASER ratings of 8 - 10 require Routine Maintenance.  Routine 
maintenance is the day-to-day maintenance activities that are scheduled, such 
as street sweeping, drainage clearing, shoulder gravel grading, and sealing 
cracks to prevent standing water and water penetration. 

  

•         Roads with PASER ratings of 5 - 7 require Capital Preventive Maintenance.  
Capital preventive maintenance is a planned set of cost effective treatments to 
an existing roadway system and its appurtenances that preserves, retards future 
deterioration and maintains or improves the functional condition of the system 
without significantly increasing structural capacity.  The purpose of capital 
preventive maintenance fixes is to protect the pavement structures, slow the rate 
of pavement deterioration and/or correct pavement surface deficiencies.  Surface 
treatments are targeted at pavement surface defects primarily caused by the 
environment and by pavement material deficiencies.   

  

• Roads with PASER ratings of 1- 4 require Structural Improvements.  This 
category includes work identified as rehabilitation and reconstruction which 
address the structural integrity of a road.  

 


